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On the Use of Rhymes in Determining the Structure and Interpretation of Old Chinese
Texts: The Case of the Dao Dé Jing {JE/EZ:)

Randy J. LaPolla
Center for Language Sciences, Beijing Normal University at Zhuhai, Guangdong,

China This paper uses the example of passages of the DaoDé Jing {JEfE%:) to make
the point that when one is working with Old Chinese texts, it is important to pay



attention to the rhyming patterns in the texts, as they give clues to the proper
segmentation of lines and larger segments and to the proper pronunciation of some
characters, and can alert us to where characters have been changed due to taboo or
scribal error.
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prosody in interpretation
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